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On 14 October L054, message TT-156 was received in ATIAE-5 requesting 
an ATIC evaluation of UFQ sighting reported 50 June 1954, by Caotain J. R. 
Howard, SUac pllot, a1 tne records in ATIAE-5 revealed tnat the re- 
milts an ATIC analysis xt Heenan forwarded to Ha USASP via messace SFOIN-ATIAE-7- 
400-8, unclassified, | <3 July 1954, ‘The lersigned airman placed a 


called to Sqn Id Benticy and informed him of the message. He stated he would 
try vo iccate a copy © yessage, however, he is scheduled to visit ATIC 
on 19 October 1954, a iil personally coordinate the matter with ATIAS-5. 
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LONDON, June 30 7.—A Brit-}/ 4) 
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aid tonight a large object and 
,.k smaller :ones. accompanied||: 
‘tis Stratocruiser+ for -.eighty |: 
mules today as it crossed the At-||: 
tantice headed for London, 
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jof 250 Atlantic crossings, said'|4 
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: yesterday|of a British airliner reported the|they were solid. They might 

hotel. He|plane was followed last night|have been five miles away. They 
the Severn|for 80° miles by seven weird|stayed with us 15 minutes. 

<. Md.. ana) flying black objects near Goose; “here was a big central ob- 

University.| Ba, Labrador. ject which appeared to keep 
wife, Mrs.| Capt. James Howard, pilot ofjchanging shape—‘flying jelly- 
tschling|'he New York-to-London air-|fish', we dubbed it. 

s. Mr. ana| liner, said the mysterious escort] ‘Sometimes it was wedge- 
swefel, and| Vanished’ when a U.S. Air Froce|shaped, sometimes like a dumb- 
fighter plane came up to investi-|bell, sometimes like a sphere 
gate. with a tail-like projections. The 

The British Overseas Airways|six smaller objects dodged 
i\Corp. (BOAC)-stratocruiser was|about, either in front or  be- 
| at 19.000 feet about 150 milesjhind. | 

—Mrs. Vio-| sti’ owest of Goose Bay when| All 10 members of the 
91, mother|the e6j@cts appeared. | agreed with his description, a 
ictor,. play:} “They flashed into sight sud-jdid those of the 51 passenger 
vriter,; died|deniy and obviously were not|who were awake at the time mS 
aircraft as we know them,” sighting. 
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Project Blue Book evalusted tne sighting as an inversion reflection of the 
Planet Mars. 
An ATIC evaluation of tais report was furnished to the British Air Ministry 


upon tneir request. 
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One such phenomenon, which might easily have been interpreted 
as a flying saucer, appeared shortly after dark one evening in mid- 
July, 1954, and was described by one of the authors (D.H.M.) of 
this book in a letter to a friend: 

“My wife and I were driving to Alamosa, Colorado, on one of 
the longest, straightest stretches of highway in the United States, 
commonly referred to as the ‘gun-barrel highway.’ I had turned over 
the wheel to her and was settling back for a rest, after a long turn 
at driving over the mountains, when I became aware of unusual 
driving behavior on her part. First she would step on the gas, then 
on the brake, then on the gas again. “What is the matter? What are 
you trying to do?’ I asked. ‘See that truck ahead?’ she replied. “Every 
time I try to pass it, it speeds up, and then it slows down when I 
try to give it a chance to get ahead of me. It’s making me nervous.’ 

“I peered ahead through the darkness and there, sure enough, 
about three hundred feet ahead of us was a truck, its dark body 
brilliantly outlined with red and white lights. I studied the situation 
and glanced at the speedometer, which read forty miles per hour. 
‘Well, I advised her, ‘you certainly ought to be able to pass that, 
dear, the way you usually drive.’ And this time she really stepped 
on the gas, pushing the speed up to sixty, seventy, eighty, and 
finally eighty-five. And would you believe it, that truck took right 
out ahead, still holding its estimated three hundred feet clearance, 
and matched us for every mile of that speed. By this time I was 
beginning to get an idea. ‘Slow down, I said. My wife obliged me by 
coming to a dead stop, brakes squealing. 

““Now see there,’ she said, ‘I just escaped running into that truck.’ 
And the truck had stopped, still 300 feet ahead. At this point I ven- b—- 
tured my conclusion. “That isn’t a truck, I explained. ‘It’s a flying 


saucer. ‘You have flving saucers on the brain, she said. Well, to 
shorten the story, she started the car again and the ‘truck’ moved off. 
And we chased it in that fashion for about fifty miles. On rare oc- 
casions, as we dipped slightly in a hollow, the truck would seem 
to dash ahead at speeds close to 1000 miles an hour. Or sometimes 
it would jump straight up, momentarily vanish, and then drop back - , 
into the road. | 
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“The explanation was quite simple. The hot day had warmed 
the air close to the pavement, but the cooling of the surface at the 
onset of darkness had caused a layer of warm air to be sandwiched 
in between the cold air close to the road surface and the cold air 
above. This acted like a lens which produced an out-of-focus image 
of a bright tavern sign more than fifty miles away, a real mirage. 
There were few cars on the road, but as we met them the effect 
was most startling because some of them were so enlarged by the 
lens effect that a car five miles away seemed to be rushing directly 
at us only a block or two ahead. Sometimes these cars would ap- 
pear to come to a sharp stop, reverse their course and disappear in 
the: distance. At other times they would appear to be rushing on us 
upside down, with part of the road itself in the sky. Altogether it 
was a weird experience, but not in any sense supernatural, Lenses 
of air, either close to the ground or in the sky, can produce strange 
illusions.” 

In this case; as in many UFO puzzles, the solution depended on 
a knowledge of the weather conditions and of the facts of local 
geography. If the pursuing car had turned off the road or stopped 
for the night before reaching the tavern, the specific cause of the 
phenomenon might still be a mystery.. 
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